
Heusner Elementary
Success, Nothing Less at

September 2023

A Note f rom the Principal
We are off to a great start for the 2023-24 school year. There is nothing better than having kiddos back in the 
building with their bright smiles. These past couple of weeks, teachers have been laying the groundwork for a great 
school year. Along with having fun alongside your student, teachers have been busy teaching procedures and doing 
some baseline assessments in order to deliver tailored instruction to your student. Whole group reading and math 
are already in progress.  In the next couple of weeks, small group reading and math will start. During small group 
times, instruction will be differentiated and given at each students reading and math levels.  

The Heusner Marathon is off and running. It is wonderful to see all the Heusner parents and grandparents out 
walking and running at the marathon each morning with students. We have a special Family Marathon Night on 
September 7 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. This is a great way for students to make up laps they might have missed or to get 
ahead. The goal is for each student to complete two laps each day to stay on track for completing the marathon and 
attending the celebration.

Parent Teacher Conferences are right around the corner on September 13 and 14. Please make sure that you have 
signed up for a conference by going to:  https://www.myconferencetime.com/heusnerelementary/  and then finding 
the name of your child?s teacher. Click on the time and day that is convenient for you. You will be able to sign up for 
both your fall and spring conferences. A reminder will be sent to you as our conference time approaches. 
Conferences will be in person again this year.  If you need help, you can call the Heusner office at 785-309-4200.

Thanks for all you do to support your student and us!   

- Lori Munsell, Principal

We value your input!
If you have ideas on how to make Heusner an even better place for students and families, please reach out.  We 
also are needing some parent volunteers to be on our Parent Advisory Council. This council meets 2 to 3 times 
during the year.  Our first meetings are scheduled for October 2nd and November 6th at 6:00 p.m. If you would be 
willing to be on our Parent Advisory Council or have ideas to share, please email Lori.Munsell@usd305.com or call 
the Heusner Office at 785-309-4200.

https://www.myconferencetime.com/heusnerelementary/


Help Stop Bullying

Steps to Success: Communicating with Your Child?s School
We strive to be the best place to learn. The only way we can improve is to know about concerns so we are able to 
address them. Here are some tips for communicating with your child?s school when concerns arise.

The fastest way to a positive result is to start with the people closest to the situation in the school. Talk with the teacher 
or coach about your questions and concerns before going to the principal.

Parents and guardians are encouraged to reach out to teachers and school staff by:

- Calling the school?s phone number. Because they are teaching, you often will need to leave a message for your 
child?s teacher or coach.

- Emailing the teacher or coach directly. All teacher emails are available on our school website.

We want to be responsive to parents? questions and requests for information. Our staff will respond to your call or email 
as soon as possible, in most cases within 2 school days.

If you have had a conversation with your child?s teacher and the principal and are still needing assistance, the director of 
elementary or secondary programs will be able to provide additional support.

We are excited for this new school year and look forward to partnering with you to support a great school experience for 
your student.

Directory Information
In accordance with Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), USD 305 has designated certain information as directory 
information. This information is considered public information which may be released from the school district without your prior 
consent. Please inform your school building in writing that any or all of the directory information should not be released without 
your prior consent (by August 25, 2023 to ensure it is not included in a parent directory). The following information is considered 
directory information:

I. The student?s name and age
II. Parent?s name, address and telephone number
III. The student?s major field of study and class designation (i.e. first grade, tenth grade)
IV. The student?s participation in officially recognized activities or sports
V. The weight and height of members of athletic teams
VI. Dates of attendance (period of time during which a student was enrolled in an educational agency or institution, i.e. 

academic year, spring semester)

As we kick off the new school year, the Science Lab would like to introduce two new 
members of the Heusner Family.  But I can?t tell you their names... YET!!! In the Science 
Lab, we name our class pets after characters in books.  Students are voting on the 
following names for our new friends.  Lilly-from Lilly?s Purple Plastic Purse, 
Wemberly-from Wemberly Worried, Penny-from Penny and her Marbles, Chrysanthemum- 
from Chrysanthemum, Sheila Rae- from Sheila Rae the Brave, Bianca-from the Rescuers, 
Remy-from Ratatouille, and Angelina-from Angelina Ballerina. 
I can?t wait to see who they are!

The social emotional team will be teaching Bullying Prevention 
lessons throughout the month of September. This curriculum 
consists of 4 total lessons focusing on Recognizing, Reporting, 
and Refusing bullying. We want students to recognize what is 
bullying vs. a peer conflict, how/who to report bullying to, and 
how to stop and stand up against bullying. Peer conflicts are an 
opportunity to teach, and are expected at the elementary 
school level. We want students to feel empowered to handle 
bullying as well as peer conflicts. As we head into October, we 
will celebrate Red Ribbon week. Stay tuned for more 
information!



Annual Notice of Teacher Qualif ications
Salina Public Schools is proud of our record of employing the highest quality teachers and 
paraprofessional available.As a parent or guardian, you have the right to inquire about the 
professional qualifications of all instructional staff serving your child.Specific information is 
available from your school?s principal at any time throughout the year.

All Title Schools are required to make available the following information upon parent or guardian 
request:

- Whether the State of Kansas has licensed or qualified the teacher for the grades and/or 
subjects taught.

- Whether the teachers is teaching under an emergency permit or other provisional status 
through which Kansas licensing criteria have been waived.

- The teacher?s college major and subject of any advanced degrees.
- Whether any instructional aides or paraprofessionals provide services to the child and, if so, 

the qualification of those staff members.

Heusner Elementary is a Title I School

Each year, our school qualifies for federal dollars to help support the education of our students. We 
are required to notify the parents or guardians of each student that information regarding the 
professional qualifications of your student?s classroom teachers are available upon request. You 
may request information on:

- Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and 
subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

- Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which 
State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.

- The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree 
held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree. 

- Whether the child is provided services by para-professionals and, if so, their qualifications.

Please contact our school principal, Mrs. Lori Munsell at 309-4202 if you have any questions 
regarding these services.

Make the Most of Your Parent-Teacher Conference!
Parent-teacher conferences provide an invaluable opportunity for adults at home and school to come 
together and discuss how to help students succeed. This open dialogue is an important support in 
students? school progress.

Scheduled for September 13 and 14, these meetings are an ideal avenue for parents to ask questions 
about their student?s performance and behavior. Conferences provide space for communication with 
parents in a more personal manner, giving them insight into their student?s strengths and weaknesses 
that they may not otherwise see from test scores or grades alone.

We look forward to visiting with you at parent-teacher conferences and working together to build a 
strong foundation that will help your student learn and grow. With continued communication between 
home and school, we can make sure our students get the support they need to succeed.



September 4

Labor Day Recess

September 14 & 15 
Parent/Teacher 

Conferences

September 11

Site Council Meeting 
@ 12:00 P.M.

PTA Meeting               
@ 7:00 P.M. 

Reminder
Family Marathon 

Night
September 21
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Fundraiser Kick Off
 Our school fundraiser started Monday August 28. Our PTA funds so many 
things that support our students and staff.  This is a way for us to raise 
money to allow PTA to continue to fund incentives, technology, playground 
equipment, play-day, OSCAR Reading incentives and so much more. Our goal 
is to raise $20,000.00 for essential programs not currently funded through 
traditional means.

It's as simple as 1, 2, 3!

1. Register TONIGHT at www.ShopFund.com
2. Share custom support links with family & friends via Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram, Email, Text and more.
3. Student Goal: Minimum of 5 Online Supporters.

REGISTER-SHARE-WIN: Sharing gets you tickets for chances to win over 
$100,000 in instant prizes.

Fundraiser Links:

How To Videos 

- Kick-Off Videos 
- Parent Letter      
- Prize Program

 

On behalf of myself and the staff at Heusner Elementary School, thank you 
for doing your part to make our fundraiser a success.

Please turn in fundraiser packets to Mrs. Frank 
in the office NO LATER than September 11. 

 Kansas Parent Information Resource Center

The Kansas Parent Information Resource Center (KPIRC) 
promotes meaningful family engagement at all levels of 
education and provides information and resources to help 
parents, educators and other organizations promote the 
educational success of every Kansas child.  

Check out their website at:  https:// ksdetasn.org/ kpirc

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/qyTQIRIlbL4sjGPJUuzjXg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRmzdvrP0QZaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2hvcGZ1bmQuY29tL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZOdrqOxkeBYyRFIVVGFtaS5GcmFua0B1c2QzMDUuY29tWAQAAAAB
(https://vimeo.com/showcase/8752027)
(https://vimeo.com/showcase/8752027)
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8752027
https://vimeo.com/showcase/10451114
https://vimeo.com/showcase/10451114
https://www.believebackoffice.com/fundraisers/ parentletterpreview.aspx?parent=1&opid=o63mi0k!+%2b%236k1m
https://www.believebackoffice.com/fundraisers/ parentletterpreview.aspx?parent=1&opid=o63mi0k!+%2b%236k1m
https://bit.ly/3Y5wXxw
https://bit.ly/3Y5wXxw
https://ksdetasn.org/kpirc
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Screen Your Student for Symptoms of Illness

It is important to screen your student for illness every day before coming to school. Keep you 
student at home if sick with any illness. By making sure students are healthy when they come 
to school, we all can help prevent illnesses that disrupt learning. Thank you for your support!





Music Room News
I am so excited to have students back in the music 
room creating music! We have already begun 
learning about the recorder, ukulele, xylophones, 
percussion families and practiced moving safely 
through space. Our kindergarten students have 
already played lumi sticks as well as cow bells.

The music room is a busy place that keeps our 
bodies and minds active. We try to work together to 
create an atmosphere of encouragement, 
perseverance and respect while creating, connecting 
and learning about the elements of music.



In September, we will begin the month with 
bowling activities, learning the rules and 
vocabulary of bowling. Afterwards, students 
will begin soccer activities, beginning with 
dribbling skills and work our way up into 
game situations. Reminder: our students 
need to have proper footwear to participate 
in P.E. Please remember to have shoes on 
P.E days!

Mark your Calendars! 
The  Scholastic Book Fair will be hosted by the Heusner Library 

during Parent Teacher Conferences:

 Wednesday, September 13, 3:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

 Thursday, September 14, 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

  Online Ordering: September 11-15, 2023 
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/heusnerelementaryschool2

For Volunteer Opportunities at our Book Fair, please visit:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4BABA82CA5FC1-heusner

Can you help provide our teachers with snacks/ lunch during Conferences? 
If so please sign up on the link below. 

Thank You! 

- Heusner PTA

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4BABA82CA5FC1-weappreciate

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/heusnerelementaryschool2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4BABA82CA5FC1-heusner
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4BABA82CA5FC1-weappreciate


September Calendar

Contact Us Heusner 
Elementary

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

September 4: Labor Day Recess
NO SCHOOL

September 21: Family Marathon Night
5:30-6:30 p.m.

September 11: Site Council @ 12 p.m.
PTA Meet ing @ 7 p.m.

September 13 & 14: 
Parent  Teacher Conferences

Heusner Book Fair

NO SCHOOL 
September 14 & 15

September 29: 
Last  day of Heusner Marathon 

School Website

@HeusnerPride

District Website

Lori Munsell - Principal
Sandra Renz - Lead Teacher
Melissa Williams & Tami Frank - Secretaries

# HeusnerPride
# 305GrowsGreatness

Unified School District #305 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and 

activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Any person having inquiries concerning Unified School District #305 compliance with the 

regulations implementing Title VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is directed to contact the Unified School District #305 Executive Director of Human Resources, P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 

67402, 785-309-4726.

Main Office Phone Number: 785-309-4200

https://www.facebook.com/HeusnerElementary
http://www.305heusner.com
https://twitter.com/HeusnerPride
http://www.usd305.com
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